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The Michael Tracy Quartet, featuring Davide Logiri Wingspan (Sea Breeze SBJ-3092 www.seabreezerecords.com, A brief disclaimer is necessary: I serve with Mike Tracy on the Louisville Jazz Society Board of Directors, and wrote the liner notes for his 2009 release, Conversations. Saxophonist Mike Tracy is Director of the Jamey Aebersold Jazz Studies Program at the University of Louisville School of Music, and maintains a heavy schedule of travel to promote jazz. On Wingspan, Italian pianist Davide Logiri not only joins him in performance, but contributes three of the ten compositions, plus his arrangement of the Miles Davis classic ―Freddie Freeloader. 

The other musicians here are guitarist Craig Wagner, bassist Doug Elmore, and drummer Terry O’Mahoney. Tracy opens with high energy soprano work on Logiri’s ―Kitchen in a Mess, moving into Coltrane territory before the conclusion. Wagner, who plays on several pieces, contributed ―Cloning, a mid-tempo tune with a backbeat, and ―The Only Peace I Know, a lilting mid tempo waltz. The title track, ―Wingspan, is a contribution from Tracy’s U of L colleague John La Barbera, and features the interaction of Wagner’s guitar and the leader’s soprano. A standout track is the standard ―Old Folks, played with beauty and restraint by Tracy on tenor. This new release, overall, shows that Tracy not only continues to play with grace and energy, but that he has the knack for picking a varied yet cohesive program of music. Tracy’s consummate professionalism shines on each piece here. Another colleague of Tracy’s, bassist Chris Fitzgerald, contributed insightful liner notes.  

In conclusion, as you seek out additional recordings to add to your collections, please keep these and our other talented local artists in mind.       2010  Martin Z. Kasdan Jr.
